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President’s Message  ̴  John Bottorff 
 

It seems like this Summer passed very fast! 
 
As we move from Summer to Fall, lake residents are making plans to remove their boats, pontoons, 
and other watercraft from the lake along with boat lifts and piers. There are still some beautiful Fall 
days ahead with the leaves reaching peak color. I hope you get out on the water to enjoy those 
remaining days. As the water temperatures cool, more fishing boats can be seen on the water with 
anglers hoping to land another “big one” or catch a “mess of panfish”. The sailing sessions by members 
of the Lake Kegonsa Sailors Club are very stately and so much fun to watch. 
 
On behalf of the FOLKS Board of Directors, I want to thank all FOLKS members for your membership, 
support, and participation in our activities this season. The Board is pleased to represent and serve our 
members though many FOLKS programs. I want to personally thank all Board members who lead and 
serve on committees to create and implement our initiatives. The FOLKS Board is definitely a “working 
Board” who, along with a number of members, volunteer their time and talents to provide valuable 
services and inform FOLKS members. These people are all volunteers and their work is very much 
appreciated! 
 
In this edition of the newsletter, you will read about several of our recent and upcoming initiatives. 

• The Wildlife and Fisheries Committee and Social/Education Committee recently held a very 
interesting and informative session with Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources staff fishing 
experts. 

• Volunteer opportunities with our partners at Dane County Parks and Clean Lake Alliance. 
• The Leaf Collection Committee announces the upcoming pick-up dates for leaf vacuuming.  

 
Leaf collection is a cooperative effort between the Towns of Dunn and Pleasant Springs, the City of 

Stoughton, and FOLKS. FOLKS manages and provides funding for this important program. This service 

makes leaf collection easier for lake residents where they can pile their leaves next to the street to be 
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vacuumed by staff from Dunn and Pleasant Springs. We rent the leaf collection truck from Stoughton. 
Collecting leaves prevents a significant amount of phosphorous, created by decaying leaves, from 
entering Lake Kegonsa. As you know, phosphorous is the major contributing nutrient to the growth of 
algae. Keeping it out of the lake helps reduce algae. We encourage all lake residents to use the leaf 
collection service during the scheduled weekends. 
 
On October 15, 2025, FOLKS will host a Fall update meeting at Springers beginning at 5:00 p.m. All 
members are invited. You will hear about FOLKS programs and have a chance to meet neighbors and 
make new friends. We encourage you to attend! 
 
Thanks for your support. Please enjoy the beautiful Fall and have a good Winter season. 
 

 
Fall Leaf Pick Up Dates 

 
Mark your calendars for fall leaf pick up dates!  All of us can contribute to the health of Lake Kegonsa 
by removing leaves from our yards.  Tree leaves and grass clippings only - NO GARDEN WASTE, NO 
HOSTAS, NO TOMATO VINES, NO LONG GRASSES, NO POTTED PLANTS.  Anything other than tree 
leaves and grass clippings can clog the vacuum! 
 
Pleasant Springs:  11/1-2 and 11/15-16 
Dunn:  11/8-9 and 11/29-30       
 

 
FOLKS Membership Events 

 
Join us October 15 at Springers for our fall social and updates!  It’s a great time to see neighbors, 
make new friends, and learn about ways to get involved with FOLKS.  RSVP:  
https://www.kegonsa.org/event-details/folks-fall-update-and-social 
 
Save the date for 2026 annual FOLK meeting!  June 6 at Stoughton Country Club. 
 
 

 
DNR Bureau of Fisheries Management Event 

 

  

https://www.kegonsa.org/event-details/folks-fall-update-and-social
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The WI DNR Bureau of Fisheries Management provided FOLKS members with a very 
informative discussion about the fish in Lake Kegonsa along with an electrofishing demonstration at 
Fish Camp on August 27th. Mitchell Trow, lead Biologist and Josh Jonet, Advanced Fisheries 
Technician, are members of a three man department that conduct fish surveys on the streams, rivers, 
and lakes in Dane, Green, and Rock County. They temporarily capture fish by using Fyke Nets or 
electrofishing in order to study their species, size, and abundance.  
 
The DNR looks at trends and comparisons using past reports when analyzing the results. This data not 
only gives them insight into the fish population in the lake, but also the overall health of the lake. The 
last survey conducted on Lake Kegonsa was in 2023 with the results to be posted this winter. Mitch 
reports all fish species are healthy and in good abundance in Lake Kegonsa. He also remarked that the 
Carp are fewer in numbers as also evidenced by the increased aquatic plant population requiring no 
further need to remove the carp. The department also conducts fish stocking of Walleyes every two 
years. Studies have shown that stocking pan fish does not lead to overall increased numbers in the 
lake; instead, improvement of fish habitat such as the fish cribs and fish stick style cribs are the best 
way to maintain and improve the fish population.  

 
Volunteer Opportunities in October 

 
The Clean Lake Alliance and Dane County Parks have extended volunteer opportunities to our 
members.  We appreciate our partnerships with these organizations to support our natural 
environments we enjoy throughout Dane County!   

 
Birdability at Fish Camp – October 25 
Join Dane County Parks, Southern Wisconsin Bird Alliance, Friends of Lake Kegonsa Society, and 
Birdability for a FREE Birdability Week event at Fish Camp County Park for a variety of birding-related 
experiences. Volunteers are need to help with set up, parking and clean up.  Come volunteer and stay 
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for the event!  Sign up here:  
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/563584826094/false#/invitation 
 
Birdability Week is a time to uplift and amplify the experiences of birders with disabilities and other 
health concerns, fostering joy, community, and connection with nature. This special event is designed 
to make birding and the outdoors welcoming, inclusive, safe, and accessible for all. 
 
Seed Collection in McFarland October 30 
The Clean Lake Alliance is hosting a seed collection event at Marsh Woods Park, located on Lower Mud 
Lake.  Harvesting seeds enhances native planning along our shores, thereby limiting runoff into our 
lakes. 
 
Date: Thursday, October 30 
Time: 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.  
Location: Marsh Woods Park 
Note: Closed-toed shoes are required, and long sleeve and pants layers are suggested to best protect 
yourself from scratches, bugs, ticks, etc. No previous experience necessary, all are welcome to join! 
Seed collections are within the prairie, off trail. Please be aware of non-stable footing and potential 
tripping hazards throughout the prairie.  
Sign up link here: https://signup.com/go/EFboyWB  
 

 
Water Levels 

 
Check out Dane County Land and Water for the most current lake levels and dam status information: 
https://lwrd.danecounty.gov/Lake-Levels 
 

 

FOLKS Calendar of Events 
 

Date Activity 

October 15 FOLKS Fall Social at Springers 

November 1-2 Leaf Pick Up Pleasant Springs 

November 8-9 Leaf Pick Up Dunn 

November 15-16 Leaf Pick Up Pleasant Springs 

November 29-30 Leaf Pick Up Dunn 

June 6, 2026 Annual FOLKS Meeting at Stoughton Country Club 

 
 

Please Shop and Support FOLKS Fabulous Business Members 

Bunbury & Associates Realtors    Eric Olson (608) 575-9272 
City of Stoughton     207 S Forrest St, Stoughton WI 53589 

Clark Heating & Cooling    201 Bus Park Circle, Stoughton WI 53589 
Clean Lakes Alliance      james@cleanlakesalliance.com 

Coldwell Banker Real Estate Group   PeterSveum@coldwellhomes.com (608)575-1054 

Computer Management & Accounting     PO Box 301, Stoughton WI 53589 
Crown Point Resort      crownpointresort.com (608) 873-7833 

Einstein Audio Systems, Inc.    201 Bus Park Circle, Stoughton WI 53589 

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/563584826094/false#/invitation
https://www.birdability.org/events/ea1zccf21mong0oywcl3hwa8d224rf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Marsh+Woods+Park,+McFarland,+WI+53558/@42.9988763,-89.2806602,2404m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m6!3m5!1s0x88064e33ef0675c7:0x6abbf60d7ec6e846!8m2!3d43.003621!4d-89.2885831!16s%2Fg%2F11b8tjy1d4?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDgwNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Marshwoods+Park/@43.0047086,-89.2914616,579m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m6!3m5!1s0x88064fc11b16adef:0xf96d3ad5255b372a!8m2!3d43.0046471!4d-89.2886842!16s%2Fg%2F11fkx0vcr1?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDgwNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://signup.com/go/EFboyWB
https://lwrd.danecounty.gov/Lake-Levels
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Finesse Public Relations, LLC    www.finessepr.net (608) 695-6510 
Hammer It Construction, LLC   hammeritconstruction@gmail.com(608)205-7669 

JD Hellenbrand     jdhellenbrand@yahoo.com (608) 513-0690 
Jim’s Tree Service                (608) 222-9504  

Kari Hvam Homes     kari@sprinkmanrealestate.com (608) 516-3758  

Kegonsa Dock      kegonsadock@gmail.com 
Lake Kegonsa Sailing Club     lksc.com 

Melissa Ratcliff, WI State Senator Dist. 16     Sen.Ratcliff@legis.wisconsin.gov 
Menzel’s Amish Shelter & Fabrication  www.menzelsamish.com 

Michael Engelberger, Dane Co. Sup. Dist. 35      engelberger.michael@countyofdane.com 
No Shorts Electric     noshortselectric@gmail.com 

Olson Management     (608) 873-5197 

Patrick Miles, Dane Co. Sup. Dist. 34       miles@countyofdane.com 
Quam’s Motor Sports     (608) 873-3366 

Smokey’s Auto Body     327 South Division St., Stoughton, WI 53589 
Springers       springersonthelake.com (608)205-9300 

Stoughton Conservation Club   stoughtoncc.com 

Stoughton Country Club     (608) 873-8464 
Stoughton Trailers      stoughtontrailers.com (608) 873-2600 

Susan Sutton Homes - Compass   Susan Sutton, Realtor,s.suttongroup@gmail.com 
Sweeney’s Aquatic Weed Removal LLC  aquaticweedremovers@gmail.com 

T.L. Home Finishing & Painting              (608) 873-9266 
Terry Kahl Plumbing            305 Industrial Circle, Stoughton WI 53589 

Thane B Anderson, DDS     drthaneanderson@tds.net 

The Dog Hut LLC     doghutcare.com (608) 838-2470 
The Edwin E. & Janet L. Bryant Foundation  3039 Shadyside Dr., Stoughton WI 53589 

The Hub Realty – Sue Schmitz (608) 345-8500 1605 Monroe St., Madison, WI 53711 
The Shoe Box      1314 Canal St., Black Earth, WI 53515 

Town of Dunn        4156 County Hwy B, McFarland WI 53558 

Town of Pleasant Springs     2354 County Rd N, Stoughton WI 53589 
T-Top Shop II, LLC      ttopshop@frontier.com (815) 335-7058 

Tully’s II Food & Spirits     6401 Monona Drive, Monona WI 53716 
UPS Store #3617      2364 Jackson St, Stoughton, WI 53589 

Yahara Lakes Association, Ltd.    info@yaharalakes.org 

 

Please Shop and Support FOLKS Fabulous Business Members 
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FOLKS  OFFICERS AND 

BOARD MEMBERS  
   2025 
 
John Bottorff 
 
George Corrigan 

 
Janice Kellogg 
 
Anne Meisner 
 
Deb Kundert 
 
Melissa Whittinghill 
 
Mike Krueger 
 
Dave Gillis 
 
Mike Moss 
 
Chris McNerney 
 
Shari Krueger 
 
Email kegonsafolks@gmail.com to 
connect with the Board 
 

Friends of Lake Kegonsa Society, Inc. 

P.O. Box 173 

Stoughton, WI 53589 
 

FOLKS board meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month except for a  
couple of months in the winter. The public are always welcome.  

Next Board Meeting is August 12 , 2025, 6:00 PM, Stoughton Country Club    

Published four times yearly by The Friends of 
Lake Kegonsa Society, Inc. (FOLKS) 
 
The opinions and information expressed in this 
publication are for general information only. Its 
authors and publisher do not represent that 
information herein is the official position of any 
agency or governmental unit. 

Please Support Your Lake Association - Renew 
Your FOLKS Membership. 
 
This year’s dues remain $20.00 for households 
and $30.00 for businesses. 
 
If you have any questions regarding 
membership, please send a message to   
kegonsafolks@gmail.com 

FOLKS  Lost and Found 
 

List lost and found items on the Website 
(www.kegonsa.org) or Facebook page  
 

For More About FOLKS,  

Visit our website at www.Kegonsa.org and  
 

on Facebook   at facebook.com/kegonsa/   
 

or on X (Twitter) @LakeKegonsa  

 

Send news of interest to FOLKS : 
P.O. Box 173 

Stoughton, WI 53589 or 
kegonsafolks@gmail.com 

mailto:kegonsafolks@gmail.com
http://www.kegonsa.org/
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://cdn.pixabay.com/photo/2017/06/22/14/23/twitter-2430933_960_720.png&imgrefurl=https://pixabay.com/en/twitter-social-media-icon-social-2430933/&docid=1gy0CVdai8C_nM&tbnid=HQ4Oub4Pw4ZvPM:&vet=10ahUKEwjz6ayTnvbbAhUE3YMKHarGDtUQMwiFAigBMAE..i&w=720&h=720&bih=747&biw=1536&q=twitter%20icon&ved=0ahUKEwjz6ayTnvbbAhUE3YMKHarGDtUQMwiFAigBMAE&iact=mrc&uact=8

